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From The President: 


To FLARC members, 


We have another exciting year in front of us. We plan 
on tackling a few things like opening another night 
during the week, better night of the week for CW 
classes, and continuing the Antenna project. 


We have a great ‘ineup of speakers this year so please 
check the calendar to keep up to date with the 
presenters. 


We will be participating in Winter Field day and ARRL 
Field Day again this year. Both events are a great 
chance to improve your operating skills. We expect to 
participate in the two Fair Lawn street fairs and Earth 
Day at Paterson Great Falls National Park. 


Look for more opportunities to operate the club during 
contests at our facility this year with the new 
antennas! 


Brad 
KM2C — FLARC President 
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Member Profile 


NAME: Dave Corsello CALL: KD2JIP 


What do you do/what did you do for a living? 


| work for Aslan Communications, an IT company that 
services law firms and other small businesses in the Hudson 
Valley, and I’m the sole proprietor of Winter Tree Media, 
LLC, a web development company. | started my IT career in 
1992 as a programmer analyst at UPS in Ramsey, NJ. In 
1997, | left UPS for a consulting position at The Guardian Life 
Insurance in Manhattan and in 2000 | joined Aslan. In 2008, 
| started Winter Tree Media and transitioned from 
employee to hourly at Aslan. | have also consulted for the 
NJ Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired (NJCBVI). 


As an IT consultant, the people | serve are the most 
noteworthy aspect of my job, and I’ve had opportunity to 
work for some very interesting people: an attorney who is 
best known for his involvement in various high profile cases 
in the United States, including United States v. Microsoft 
and Bush v. Gore; a national security consultant who, as a 
journalist in 2001 broke the story of Al Qaeda’s ties to West 
African “blood diamonds”; a judge who is a household name 
for her appearances in national conservative media; and an 
attorney who was recently nominated by President Trump 
for a federal judgeship. | also worked briefly with the father 
of a certain Hispanic female celebrity whose nickname 
sounds a bit like a gelatin dessert. 


In the 1980s, | was a music teacher in the Bergen County 
Special Services School District, where | taught children with 
a variety of disabilities. Amazingly, my most talented 
student was a young girl who, although profoundly deaf, 
possessed a very strong, internal sense of rhythm. Over the 
years, | have also been active as a part-time, professional 
guitarist, working most often in community and high school 
musical theater productions. | still play regularly (mostly in 
church) and | still compose occasionally, but in recent years, 
paying gigs have been few and far between. 


Continued on page 4. 
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The Club 


Fair Lawn ARC is the fastest growing ham club around, 
with five operating positions in a permanent clubhouse. 
Visitors and guests are always welcome. The club is 


open every Friday night from NLT 6:30 PM. 


Business 


meetings are the first Friday of the month at 7:30PM. 


2018 Officers, Committees and Assignments 


President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Trustee 
Trustee 
Trustee 

Field Day 
Member Services 
Publicity 
Publicity 
Publicity 


Program 
Publicity 
Publicity 

Social Media 
Video/YouTube 
VE Liaison 

VE Liaison 


Education 
Education 


Education 


Education 

History 

Health and Welfare 
Photographer 
W2NPT Trustee 
Technical 

Technical 

Technical 

RACES Director 
RACES Liaison 


Newsletter Editor 


FL Town Liaison 
Net Scheduler 
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Brad Kerber 
Lowell Van't Slot 
Al Rasmussen 
Randy Smith 

J Cooper 

Skip Barker 
Don Cassarini 
Steve Wraga 
Judith Shaw 

Ed Efchak 
Gene Ottenheimer 

Susan Frank 


Lowell Vant Slot 
Karl Frank 
Brad Kerber (ex officio) 
Dave Marotti 
Thom Guida 
Gene Ottenheimer 
Pete Senesi 
Gordon Beattie 
Randy Smith 
John L. Howard 
Fred Wawra 
Fred Belghaus 
Judith Shaw 
Don Cassarini 
Paul Cornett 
Paul Cornett 
Randy Smith 
Fred Wawra 
Dave Gotlib 
Steve Wraga 


Ed Efchak 


Gene Ottenheimer 
Brian Cirulnick 


KM2C 
W2DLT 
WA20WL 
WU2S 
Ww2IC 
KD2BRV 
N2PRT 
WA2BYX 
KC2LTM 
WX2R 
wo2w 
WE6SKT 


W2DLT 
W2KBF 
KM2C 
NK2Q 
W2NZ 
wo2w 
KD2BMX 
W2TTT 
wu2s 
KD2NRS 
W2ABE 
W2AAB 
KC2LTM 
N2PRT 
Ww2IP 
Ww2IP 
Wwu2s 
W2ABE 
KD2MOB 
WA2BYX 


WX2R 


wo2w 
KD2KLN 


Fair Lawn RACES Corner 


There's lots of happenings at The Fair Lawn Radio 
Amateur Civil Emergency Service (FL-RACES) these 
days and this is because of the volunteers like you 
that make this organization what it is today. Here is 
a brief summary of our happenings: 


On Thursday, December 6th, several members of FL- 
RACES provided an outstanding presentation to FL- 
CERT (Community Emergency Response Team). Our 
amateur radio presentation was fascinating and 
everyone learned something new! Our presentation 
gave FL-CERT members insight to our group and we 
may have interest in future members. | would like 
to thank Nancy Brouca, Director of Fair Lawn CERT 
for having us provide a presentation to FL-CERT. 
Furthermore, | would like to thank Karl W2KBF, 
Randy WU2S, Zachary KC2RSS and the rest of the FL- 
RACES membership for an outstanding 
presentation! We can_ possibly bring — this 
presentation on the road to other groups within 
Bergen County if they are interested. 


On Wednesday, January 9th and Wednesday, 
January 23rd, we will be hosting as the net control 
operator for the BC-RACES Nets. We _ have 
participated in the BC-RACES Nets for close to one 
year. However we will be hosting for the first time 
on Wednesday, January 9th! It looks like we are 
ready! 


The Bergen County RACES nets are held on the 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays every month at 1945 and 
various towns host these nets throughout the year. 
Two repeaters are utilized for these nets - Paramus, 
NJ (RX 146.79 / TX 146.19, PL TX Tone 141.3) and 
Franklin Lakes, NJ (RX 146.79 / TX 146.19, PL TX 
Tone 162.2). The Franklin Lakes repeater is the 
primary repeater. 

Continued on page 37. 
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January 18, 2019 
January 26-27, 2019 
February 15, 2019 
March 15, 2019 


April 19, 2019 


April 2019 

May 17, 2019 
June 9, 2019 
August 2019 
October 20, 2019 


TBD 
TBA 


MASTER EVENT CALENDAR 


2019 Activities 


Stanley Eikert K3KKH "A Wireless Three-way Antenna Switch and Display” 


Winter Field Day (Tentative) 

Report on the 2019 FLARC Member Survey (All Invited) 
Joe Taylor K1JT "Using FT8 and Recent Improvements" 

John Hale KD2LPM and others 

"The Garden School ARC and Developing Young Hams" 
"Earth Day At Great Falls National Historical Park" TBD 

RSGB Propagation Workshop or TBD 

Fair Lawn Street Fair (Radburn) 

FLARC Vintage Night II 

Fair Lawn Street Fair (River Road) 

"Bring Your Own Boat Anchor" -- 

An evening of storytelling and demonstrations 

W1TP Enigma Presentation w/Fair Lawn Public Library 


FLARC VEC Exams 


Our next test sessions are scheduled for Saturday, 
January 12th beginning at 09:30 at the Community 
& Center. No advanced registration is required but 
always appreciated. The fee is $15.00 (cash or check). 


Hidetsugu Yagi's 130th Birthday Google Doodle : _ : a . : 
Please bring positive identification (license, passport, 


etc.), your original license and a copy, original CSCE 
and a copy (if credit is needed). 


Follow FLARC ON THE WEB 


http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 


Facebook: 
The full exam schedule is on the club calendar at the 


FairLawnARC.org website. For further information 


@FairLawnARC : hi 
contact VE-Liason@FairLawnARC.org. 


Twitter: 


Blog: http://blog.FairLawnARC.org 


Please refer also to the "License Exams" link 


on the main website-- 


Youtube: http://youtube. FairLawnARC.or, 


http://testing.FairLawnARC.or 


Website: http://FairLawnARC.org 


We appreciate your support of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club! 


This is your Club! Be part of it! 
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Member Profile (Continued) Please Note: Operating W2NPT 


How did you get interested in ham radio? 
Starting in January band captains will have sign-in 

I’m told by my parents that as a toddler, | disassembled sheets for all operating positions. There is a clipboard 
an AM tube radio. Apparently, and unfortunately for at Operating Position #1, #2 (digital) and #4 with a 
them, | showed no interest in reassembling it. | have no form on which to sign up for half-hour time slots. No 
recollection of this, so | can neither confirm nor deny. longer first come-first served, in fairness to all who 
Uke many other hams who grew up in the 1960s, | had want to use our club equipment and the new 
great fun with walkie-talkies, a crystal radio receiver kit : 

; ; ; antennas. More details to follow. 
and SWL. But as a teenager, my interest in music 
eventually crowded out other pursuits, so it wasn’t until 
much later in life that my love of radio resurfaced. 


Get Direct With FLARC! 


My road back to radio wasn’t a direct one. After the Here is a direct link to specific club info: just a click away! 
financial crisis of 2008, | became casually interested in hits Haswarel ald awnARe.cn 
the idea of off-grid living, which seemed to offer an Gi giecHercr id awn Gee 
alternative to dependency on societal systems like the http://blog.FairLawnARC.org 
banks that had recently exposed great vulnerability. This http://calendar.FairLawnARC.org 
interest was again stirred by Hurricane Sandy in the Fall http://events.FairLawnARC.org 
of 2012, at which time | began to think slightly more http://exams.FairLawnARC.org 
seriously about disaster preparedness. By 2015, | had put http://facebook. FairLawnARC.org 
my interest into action with the purchase of some http://testing.FairLawnARC.org 
equipment and supplies. That year, | read Personal de ela ape 

: : http://tech.FairLawnARC.org 
Disaster: Technology, Gear and Planning by Andrew Baze, http://youtube.FairLawnARC.org 
and this led to my ongoing fascination with the concept 

of communicating over long and short distances with no NEW ! 

ties to the grid. 


Emergency Communications: Staying in Touch Post- 


https://groups.io/g/FairLawnARC 


As | researched radio and power equipment, | found an FAIR LAWN 
article titled “Comparative Test Report for Sunling and NORE 5 
PowerFilm Folding Solar Panels” by a ham in Idaho 

named Charles Preston, K7TAA (KL7ZOA at the time ITN AK aI 
of our first correspondence). | first contacted 

Charles by email in July 2015 and was met with a 

surprisingly thorough response. That summer, we had a 


lengthy email conversation in which he_ patiently December 2018 Blog Traffic 
answered innumerable questions and helped me zero in Becember was tat te 9017 in nace siewe: with an 
on my first HF radio (an Elecraft KX3), antenna (SOTA . eae p ‘ 

increase in visitors... maybe the algorithms have changed 


beams 4-band portable inverted-V dipole), and HT (Yaesu . : 
VX-8DR). | will always be grateful to Charles for his or the bots have gone south for the Winter. Here is the 


generosity in sharing his know-how which helped me get data: 
started in amateur radio. 


December | December Change 
| received my Technician license in August of 2015 after 2018 2017 
completing a class taught by Rachel Weiss, AJ4WD of 
BARA. It was a great class. Rachel covered much more |_Views 660 
than Technician-level material and she taught it very well. _|_ Visitors 371 
So, even though | entered the class with no background Posts 10 
in radio communication, when | took the General test for 

fun on the same night as my Technician test, | missed = And we continue to grow!! There is new content nearly 
passing by only three questions. The following month, every day so it's really worth the look to both 
after going though ARRL study materials, | passed the FairLawnARC.org and the blog. 


penenalires http://blog.FairLawnARC.org 


Continued on page 6. 
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Rob Roschewsk KA2PBT Explains 
the ARRL NNJ Field Organization 


ARRL Northern New Jersey Section Manager Rob 
Roschewsk KA2PBT conducted a lively conversation on 
December 14th about the NNJ Field Organization, what 
it does, and who is part of it. Rob has filled the section 
with a wide array of talent and Alan Wolke (Technical 
Consultant), Lee Smith KD2DRS (Club Coordinator), 
and Ed Efchak WX2R (Public Information Coordinator) 
in turn explained what they do to support the section. 


The lecture attracted nearly 50 FLARC members and 
guests with many questions and positive comments. 


President Brad KM2C and Ed WX2R present Rob witha certificate of 
thanks for a solid presentation. 


As a side not to his presentation, Rob let us in on the 
"scoop" news that FLARC's Special Event Station N2J 
won First Place in NNJ in the 2018 NJ QSO Party event. 
This good news was later announced publicly. 
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Club Apparel Is Here!! 


Club apparel is always in vogue. Red is always in and 
your club friends all have them... you want a shirt or 
jacket for the next FLARC event! 


Don't forget.... they're easy to order. 


Go to www. hamthreads.com 

or visit http://apparel.FairLawnARC.org to check out the 
item selection that is posted on the FLARC website (with 
pictures and prices). Order the shirts or other items you 
want with either the regular FLARC logo or the still-cool 
60th anniversary logo. 


Note: 
RED is the primary and preferred club brand standard 
shirt color. 


Ros KD2GKA proudly wears her FLARC colors! 


Congratulations! 

Pete (KD2BMX) reports the results of the 
November 10, 2018 FLARC VEC Amateur Radio Exam 
Sessions: 


Total Number of Candidates served: 1 
Congrats Alexandre!! 


Alexandre KD2QQH General 


Romanovski 
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Member Profile (Continued) 


| was also influenced by a dear family friend, 
Irv Wilde, W2DOF, an avid ham for many years who 
went SK in 2010 at the age of 96. Irv was among the 
first IBM field engineers. He was also what | think 
would now be termed a “maker.” He gave my mom 
her first view of television on a set that he had built. 
He also designed and built functional model 
steamboats, of which my brother and | were proud 
recipients, as well as gadgets for improving the 
efficiency of household appliances. Although it was 
years after his passing that | received my amateur 
license, | remember his enthusiasm for the hobby 
every time | operate. 


What parts of the hobby most interest you? 


I’m most interested in low-power, portable HF 
operation using SSB and digital modes. | now own an 
Elecraft KX2, and the thrill of making a QSO with 
someone thousands of miles away with 12W on a rig 
that fits in one hand never gets old. I’ve had fun with 
FT8, JT9 and PSK31, and I’m particularly impressed with 
FT8’s ability to facilitate QSOs under difficult conditions. 
I’m also excited to get started with a new mode called 
JS8, which is derived from FT8 and WSIJT-X. JS8 
combines FT8’s outstanding weak signal performance 
on HF with a keyboard-to-keyboard interface. | believe 
JS8 could prove to be a great resource during, for 
example, a deep solar minimum. I’m also enjoying 
learning the original digital mode, CW. Many thanks to 
Fred, W2AAB for his great CW class. 


I’m also interested in developing gear to support 
portable HF operation. By the time this article is 
published, | should have a working version 2.0 
prototype of a 12V solar power system that offers 
improvements over similar systems (of which I’m 
aware) through the repackaging of commercially 
available components. | received positive feedback 
on version 1.0, and I’m looking forward to showing 
ver. 2.0 to hams who are into portable HF. Version 
2.1 will offer compatibility with more battery brands, 
and if | can get to version 3.0, it will offer the full set 
of features that | have in mind. 
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Member Profile (Continued) 


What does belonging to FLARC mean to you? 
How do you/can you better contribute to the club? 


FLARC has proven to be even better than | had 
anticipated when | first joined—and | thought it was 
great then. It offers a place to socialize with some 
wonderful people and presents a newcomer like me 
with a great wealth of information. The membership 
holds literally centuries of combined knowledge and 
experience, and everyone is willing to share what they 
know with great patience. When | joined, | knew, as 
any beginner knows, that | knew very little. But | 
quickly gained perspective on an ocean of radio 
knowledge that’s even vaster than | had imagined. 
Experienced members call instinctively on many 
nuances of equipment and technique that were 
learned through decades of operating on rigs that 
weren’t “plug-and-play” like today’s equipment. As 
our society “progresses” | think we lose old ways that 
should not be lost. I’m grateful to be in the presence 
of folks who are well grounded in the old ways of 
radio communication, continue to use them and are 
willing to share them. 


| think my greatest contribution to the club would be 
to absorb as much knowledge as | can so that | might 
eventually be a resource for future members. This is a 
daunting task! Also, the Monday night net is great. I’d 
like to start participating with some regularity. 


What should be the club's priorities in the next year? 
As a newcomer, | don’t feel qualified to comment on 
club priorities. But | would like to investigate some 
disaster preparedness topics and see if the club has 


any interest in discussing. 


Continued on page 7. 
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Member Profile (Continued) 


What else can you tell the club about yourself 
and/or ham radio? 


| was born in Gowanda, NY (near Buffalo) right next 
door to the Cattaraugus Indian reservation where my 
dad was a pastor. | was very young when we moved 
to NJ, but as a result of having heard a very finite 
number of my dad’s stories an almost infinite number 
of times (and, amazingly, never having tired of 
hearing them), over the years the place and its people 
became very dear to me. In my 30’s, | visited the 
reservation and made friends with people whom | 
continue to visit at least once a year. | mention this 
because considering the atrocities committed against 
them by our nation, | feel proud and fortunate to be 
considered a friend by people who are Native 
Americans. 


What other ham related clubs or organizations 
do you belong to? 


I’m a member of ARRL and I’m considering joining 
BARA. 


Dave KD2JIP 
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NJ QSO PARTY 
2018 RESULTS ARE RELEASED 


FLARC Wins Plaque As 
NNJ Top Point Getter 


See the full story elsewhere in The Resonator. 
Here's the proof of performance!! 


JStan Goltz NB2S 
President 


WWW.K2TD-BCRC.ORG 


N2J Plaque For 2018 NJ QSO Party 
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Dues Are Due 


Get a jump on the calendar and send in your 2019 dues. 
Renewals are $25 and are the best value in amateur radio 
clubs around. Don't forget to include an application form, 
which can be found on the website. 


http://membership.FairLawnARC.org 


2019 Officers and Trustees 


Brad KM2C 
Van W2DLT 
Randy WU2S 

Al WA20WL 


President : 
Vice President: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 


Trustee thru 2019: Jim W2JC 
Trustee thru 2020: Skip WA2BRV 
Trustee thru 2021: Don N2PRT 


BEQUEATHS AND DONATIONS 

Planned gifts usually imply the family donation of amateur 
equipment to the club when someone has become a Silent Key. 
But it can be more. Club members might consider making a gift 
through a will or trust; gifts that help provide lifetime income to 
the club. Consult with your lawyer, estate planner or tax advisor 
if you feel such as gift is worthy. 


About The Club 


The Resonator is published monthly and is the official (and 
only) newsletter of The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club. 
FLARC was established in 1956 and has met continuously 
since inception. The club is sponsored by the Borough of 
Fair Lawn. The club meets every Friday at 6PM at 
the club station in The Fair Lawn Community Center, 
10-10 20th Street, Fair Lawn, NJ. Business meetings are 
the first Friday of the month at 7:30 PM. 


Visitors ARE ALWAYS welcome at our meetings. 


FLARC operates the W2NPT repeater (145.470- PL 167.9) 
located high atop the Community Center. The analog 
repeater is open to all amateurs for use without 
restrictions. 


The club has over one hundred paid members. 
Dues are currently $25 per year/$20 for new members. 


For more information, please see our website, at 
http://membership.FairLawnARC.or, 
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Ham Lite by Brian (KD2KLN) 


NEW! A new gathering place for club members has been 
set up on the Groups.io service ... Why another group? It 
has more features than our current WordPress 'blog' and 
allows members to select what and how they receive 
emails. This group might eventually replace our current 
blog. If you haven't signed up yet, check it out and sign up! 


https://groups.io/g/FairLawnARC 


Interested in Chasing DX? 

A casual group of FLARCers including Van W2DLT, 
John KD2NRS, Brad KM2C, Karl W2KBF, Nomar NP4H, 
Steve WI2W, Larry WA2ALY, Fred W2AAB, and Jim 
W2JC have formed an email group to keep each other 
in touch in (real) time of when the rare or interesting 
ones show up to chase. Interested? See or contact 
Van W2DLT or Jim W2)JC. 
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MINISTRY OF TECHNOLOGY! 
With New Antennas On The Roof! 


www.FairLawnARC.org 


Past FLARC Member Profiles Theoretics Demystified 


Here is a list of past member features and we 

welcome your recommendations for new profiles FM, what is it and what is the history? Contrary to belief, 
-- including your own. Armstrong did not invent Frequency Modulation, that is 
modulating a carrier by moving the carrier center frequency 
back and forth in time with the (mostly) audio signal. 


Month Name Call Sign 


January 2016 Pete KB2BMX There were patents for FM as early as 1902, and attempts 
February Marco KC2ZMA were made in the 1920s but these were for narrowband FM 
March Ron KC2TBD which still had problems with fidelity and distortion. This led 
April Kai K2TRW those working with FM to conclude that there were virtually 
May Larry WA2ALY no advantages to this type of modulation. This is where 
June Dave N3MAR Armstrong comes ins, Armstrong discovered wideband FM 
July Stave Wi2w which is much more immune to distortion and interference 

but takes up more spectrum space. There is also the ‘capture 
August Thom W2NZ effect which means that the interfering signal needs to be 
September Brian KD2KLN more than fifty percent of the desired signal to have an 
October Brad KM2C undesirable effect. This enables more stations to use the same 


November Al WA2O0OWL amount of spectrum. The new circuitry also incorporates a 
December George W3EH limiter circuit which strips away most all of the amplitude 
January 2017 Fred W2ABE variations before the signal reaches the detector. 


cepiary pave ROZMIOE As previously noted, there needs to be 200kHz of spectrum 
March Randy WU2s per station. This led to FM ultimately being situated in a new 
April Lee KD2DRS upper frequency band. There was also the problem whether 
May Gene woO2w the new technology would put the ‘old school’ out of 
June Carol KD2NMV business. (Sounds familiar?) As it turns out the new FM 
July Kevin KC2KCC spawned a whole new industry which broadcasters ultimately 
August Robert KD2NOG embraced as made evident by many stations having FM 
September Robert KD2BKD outlets besides their AM outlets. Each have their own 


advantages! 
October John KD2NRS 


November Fred W2AAB Armstrong demonstrated FM to the FCC in 1939 and they 
December Margaret W2GB were sold on it but it took till 1947 to license the first 
January 2018 Brian KD20AZ commercial FM station which was WTMJ in Milwaukee WI. 
February Bennett KO20K During the interim between '39 and '47 the FM band was 
moved from the old 42-50 MHz band to the 88-108 MHz band 
as the old band was already overcrowded. 


March Van W2DLT 
April Aly AL@Y 

May Bruce NJ2BK 
June Dave N2AAM Continued on page 41. 
July Karl and W2KBF and 
Susan W2skT CW Classes Update 
August Steve KA2YRA 


September Paul K2PJC Fred W2AAB and George W3EH have the current CW class 
October Skip KD2BRV well underway. Fred W2AAB notes that at the upcoming 
November Jim W2JC January meeting he intends to make a formal announcement 
N2AAX regarding the classes, and suggesting a change in the usual 
schedule for them. 


December Tom 


By the way, Randy (WU2S) has compiled a binder of all 

back issues of The Resonator and it's located in the club 

office. Thanks Randy!!! 

Back issues are also available on our website. 
http://newsletters.fairlawnarc.org 


Brad KM2C earlier noted that perhaps the classes should be 
held on an alternative day, to build consistency and further 
interest. In the meantime, if you're interested in joining in or 
signing up for a class, see George and/or Fred on any club night. 
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The Near and Far Net-- A Year Of Check-In's! 
Now in its third year, the FLARC Near and Far net is chugging along each week. Here is list of our check-ins 
beginning on New Year's Night 2018 in no particular order. Remember: Mondays at 8PM on the repeater. 

A TOTAL OF 77 CHECK-IN'S DURING 2018! THANKS TO ALL!! 


Name Call ame 2 


Gene WO2W Aly ALOY 
Van W2DLT Bob N2HIP 
Thom W2NZ Judith KC2LTM 
Steve KA2YRA Fred W2ABE 
Ed WX2R Paul W2IP 
Fred W2AAB Chris W2TU 
Karl W2KBF Stan KC2K 
Brian KD2KLN John K2BIX 
Dave NK2Q Harry KB3PQP 
Ron KC2TBD Paul K2PJC 
Dave KD2MOB Noel N2OEL 
Jim W2)IC Tony KA2TAM 
Mike KC2ZX Tommy KD2ZOBY 
Steve WA2BYX Tom N2AXX 
Robert KB2BKD Benjamin KD2QHI 
Susan WE6SKT Marco KC2ZMA 
Steve WI2W Nomar NP4H 
Brad KM2C Bruce NJ2BK 
John KD2NRS Ros KD2GKA 
Art WA2KXE Tony N2SIQ 
Brian KD2OAZ Larry KD2QFl 
Brian W2EMC Bob W2REC 
John KD2NRS Bob KD2OPT 
Randy WU2S Bill KW2H 
Jon KD2PDS Dennis K2DJS 
Ed KC8HDI Bill K2WH 
Ron WB2JAI Glenn KB2MDR 
Pat KD2QLM Dave KB2JIP 

Mike K3FEF Who Did We Miss?? 


January 2019 Net Controls 


Near and Far Net Needs 


Remember the W2NPT FLARC repeater is at 145.470 (-) Net Control Operators! 
with a PL tone of 167.9. The Monday night net starts 


promptly at 2000 local time. Everyone is welcome. With an average of 14 weekly checkin's to the 


Monday night net it would be great if we had not only 
[ —siDate =i sSNetControl i a solid rotation of net control operators but also a 
January 7 wo2Ww bullpen of alternative operators as well. When the 
January 14 N2AAM burden falls to a few, interest wanes. If you check in, 
January 21 N2AXX why not take a turn as net control? 
It's fun, easy, and provides a valuable experience in 
traffic handling. 


January 28 Your Call Here! 


Thanks! 
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Tech Talk 


Totally Tubular 


It’s not too early to begin planning for your next outdoor radio activity. One of the common challenges to 
operating away from your home or club station is to decide how to get your antenna off the ground and up in 
the air. A ham from Texas, Johnny W5KV, describes several solutions on his Signal Search YouTube channel", 
An inexpensive and readily available support for antenna wires and VHF/UHF verticals and beams is the 
painter’s pole”), They are typically in 8, 12, and 18-foot lengths which collapse to either 4- or 6-foot sections. 
They range in price from $16 to $50 at the big box stores and Amazon. They are strong but not easily carried 
over long distances by hand"'8’*?), 


Another common solution is the ubiquitous military camo pole. These are made from either aluminum or 
fiberglass and come in 4-foot sections which connect to each other. You can find them at surplus vendors like 
Colemans Military Surplus”, at hamfests and on eBay. They usually cost about $4 per section. Complete sets of 
poles, guy rings, guys, stakes and a carrying bag are often on the market '"""*”), 


If you plan to hike any distance away from your vehicle, a lighter-weight, more portable mast is needed. There 
are many telescoping poles to choose. One of the best is the SpiderBeam, a German company”) with a US 
distributer. Their 12-meter (39 feet) telescoping pole is very sturdy and weighs 7 pounds" ®""°?). |t is a bit pricy 
at $115 but it is made to last. The company makes larger models in 18, 22 and 26-meter lengths which are quite 
expensive. They are also not the type of mast you will erect unaided. They sell a padded hose clamp to keep 
the mast sections from collapsing under weight or compression. The clamp looks like something you could 
make with a standard stainless-steel hose clamp, some butyl tape for padding and some heat shrink tubing. 
SpiderBeam also sells aluminum masts and antenna kits. 


A popular telescoping mast is the Jackite windsock pole"), There are models that vary in length from 13 to 31 
feet and in price from $25 to $80. The poles collapse to around 4 feet and are relatively lightweight. Their 
website has two videos on amateur radio use of these poles for portable operations") 


Packtenna is a company which specializes in supporting hams who like to get far off the beaten track to activate 
a Summit on the Air (SOTA) or some similarly remote location where light weight gear is critical to the ham’s 
safety and performance”. They sell a 32.5-foot telescoping pole for $100 and a complete “SOTA Summiter 
Bundle” with the mast, guys, hardware, a 1:1 feed point balun and a wire antenna for 20 and 40 meters for 
$270. 


For the less ambitious ham who remains near a vehicle, a trailer hitch flagpole mount is a good accessory to have on 
hand“""* 4) It takes all the guesswork out of deciding how to steady your mast if there are no picnic benches or 
fences conveniently located near your temporary operating position. These mounts usually cost around $28. 


There is the question of how to attach an antenna to the portable mast. All sorts of methods have been used 
successfully, including the ever-trusty duct tape, mason line, zip ties and paracord (550 cord). Jackite sells 
several types of tips to mount windsocks, but which look useful as antenna mounts as well. 


So now, for your next portable operation, you have alternatives to the standard “tie a rock to some fishing line 
and throw it over a tree branch” method of antenna installation. 


73, 


Randy WU2S Note: See Randy's references on page 39 
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Remote Ham Radio 


by Karl W2KBF 


Introduction: For many years radio amateurs have set up stations that can be controlled from distant locations. The 
motivation may be to take advantage of hilltop antenna sites or to permit hams who travel on business or on 
extended vacations to access their home stations. This article introduces a few concepts involved in remote 
operation and relates steps that | took to establish a basic remote station at my QTH in southern NJ that | can access 
from Fair Lawn. 


To set up a radio station for remote control, one needs: 


A transceiver capable of Computer Assisted Tuning (CAT). Most HF radios made by Icom, Kenwood or Yaesu 
over the last 20 years are capable of CAT control via a serial or USB port , as are a number of current models 
from Elecraft and Flex. If your radio can be controlled by a local computer running applications such as 
N1MM+ or Ham Radio Deluxe it also can be controlled by remote over the Internet; 


A High-Speed Internet Connection. FIOS, cable or DSL are suitable but dialup does not have sufficient 
bandwidth; 


A “server” at the Radio Site and a “client” at the Control Operator Site to handle audio and command 
instructions between the radio and the control operator; 


Access to the router at the Radio Site in order to configure Port Forwarding (more on this later); 


A static IP address for the router at the Radio Site or use of a Dynamic DNS Service (more on this later). 


Selecting the Radio: 

| wanted to operate CW and SSB on HF and also participate in nets on the Gloucester County 2 meter FM repeater. 
Also, some radios have a removable control panel and | liked the idea of being able to take the control panel with me 
when | travel. None of my existing radios met all of these specifications so a new rig was in order. For several 
months | vacillated between the Icom IC-7100 and Yaesu FT-857D but reached a decision when Icom offered a 
factory rebate on the IC-7100. 


Selecting the Antennas: 

The IC-7100 has one SO-239 for HF plus 6 meters and a second SO-239 for the 144 and 440 MHz bands. | selected a 

133 foot end-fed wire antenna from www.myantennas.com that presents a low SWR on 80 — 10 meters and re-used 
an old Cushcraft dual-band VHF/UHF vertical antenna. In this way, with two multiband antennas, | avoided the need 
for a tuner and an antenna switch. 


Selecting the Client and Server Equipment: 
There were two basic approaches: | could use computers to act as the server at the Radio Site and client at the 
Control Operator Site, or | could purchase a hardware solution from www.RemoteRig.com. | opted for the latter 
because | did not want to leave a computer running at the radio site. The figure below shows how the control panel 
plugs in to the RemoteRig client, which in turn plugs in to a router. At the other end, the body of the IC-7100 plugs in 
to a RemoteRig server, which in turn plugs into a router. The Internet carries the traffic between the two routers. 
This permits me to operate the IC-7100 using the control panel as if | were sitting in front of the radio, even when 
| am far away. 

Continued on next page. 
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Remote Ham Radio (2) 
Detachable control panel 


Seyeswees 


, ) co Radio 
? . 


| 
} 
| 
i | 
i | 
i | 
ot 

| 

‘ 


Control 
Panel 


Figure 1. 
The operator travels with the detachable control panel and uses it to control the radio from a distant location. 


How it works: 

Audio is encoded and decoded by the client and server using Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) which, by the way, 
will be familiar to users of EchoLink and Skype. The server at the Radio Site handles communications between the 
radio and a router. The client at the Control Operator Site handles communications between the control panel and 
the router at that site. Tuning and other radio adjustments are sent using standard Internet Protocols, i.e. SIP, UDP 
and TCP. For security, internet access to the radio station is password protected. 


Configuration: 
Setup of the RemoteRig boxes is not exactly Plug-and-Play but it is not very difficult either. Configuration is via a 


web-based interface so, for convenience, | assigned the static IP address of 192.168.1.227 to the Radio Server and 
192.168.1.228 to the Control Client, as recommended by the manufacturer. The static IP addresses make it easy for 
me to find the client and server on my network if | need to tweak a setting. Also, | configured the TX-timeout 
function of the IC-7100 to cease transmitting in the event that the remote control link fails and causes the radio to be 
stuck in transmit mode for more than 3 minutes (as required by FCC regulations). 


Firewalls, NAT and DDNS: 

Home routers act as a gateway between two networks: the public Internet, which is a Wide Area Network (WAN), and your 
private home or Local Area Network (LAN). Routers perform several functions that guard your home network against 
hackers. Unfortunately, these functions also will block your attempts to access your radio station from the Internet. 


The first problem is that home routers usually run a firewall that allows clients within the home network to make 
outgoing connections requests, e.g. to a mail server or for shopping on Amazon, but will protect your home network 
by blocking connection requests that originate from the outside. This firewall would make it impossible for a traveler 
to access their radio station when attempting to connect from outside of the home network. One solution is to set 
up a Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) that would make a designated server inside your LAN visible to the outside, but this 
could expose it to hacking. A better solution is to configure your router to permit Port Forwarding, such that only 
packets directed to specific ports are permitted to pass from the Internet thru the router to a specific server on the 
local home network. My setup required Port Forwarding for SIP (Session Initiation Protocol), UDP (Audio and Control 
Commands) and TCP (for the Web Interface). Instructions for configuring your specific model of router can be found 


at www.portforwarding.com. 
Continued on next page. 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 13 


Remote Ham Radio (3) 


A second problem is that, when acting as a gateway to the Internet, a router performs Network Address Translation 
(NAT) in which the router is identified on the Internet by a public WAN address but re-addresses or translates 
incoming packets to be compatible with range of IP addresses used on your private local network. For example, as 
| write this, my router is known to the Internet as 173.54.23.5 but my computer is known to my LAN as 192.168.1.3 
(the current public WAN IP address of your router can be discovered by browsing to www.whatismyip.com). This 
makes it difficult for connection requests originating from the Internet to find the target server within your LAN. 


A further complication is that unless you pay extra for a static IP address, your Internet Service Provider (ISP) can 
change the public IP address of your home router at any time. This has been likened to the Post Office changing the 
street address of houses in your neighborhood on a daily basis. How could a letter that is addressed and mailed to 
you on Tuesday be delivered to your home on Wednesday if your street address was changed overnight? 


The solution to the changing IP address is to subscribe to a Dynamic Domain Name System (DDNS) service. This 
permits an application running on a server within your network to send periodic messages to the DDNS service 
reporting the current address of the router and the port to which it is connected. By using a DDNS service, the 
connection requests that you make from far away will be routed to the current, correct IP address of your radio 
station. RemoteRig provides a free DDNS service for its customers that permits my station to report its current 
public WAN address every 20 minutes. Other free DDNS services are available but the paid subscription service from 
www.Dyn.com/remote-access is reported to be the most reliable. Once | set up Port Forwarding and subscribed to 
the DDNS service, | could send connection requests to the appropriate port and IP address via the DDNS service and 
operate my radio by remote. 


Discussion: 

The approach that | described is just one of several ways to set up remote control over the Internet. The best 
method for you will depend upon the equipment at hand and what you want to accomplish. If a spare computer is 
available, a free server application from www.remotehams.com can be installed on a computer that is left running at 
the radio station. Certain high-end radios from Icom and FLEX are Internet-ready with built-in servers. This 
eliminates the need for a host computer or RemoteRig hardware at the Radio Site. Depending on the setup, an 
Android phone with a good 4G connection plus appropriate app may be all that is needed as client for the operator 
at the Control Site. In summary, good hardware and software is available that makes remote operation of an 
amateur radio station far less difficult or expensive than you may have thought. The hardest part is sorting through 
all of the possibilities. 


Thanks to Randy WU2S for review and helpful comments, particularly with respect to Internet concepts. 


You could be at either end of these arcs, with a super station at the other end! 
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NJ QSO PARTY 2018 RESULTS ARE RELEASED 
FLARC Wins Plaque As NNJ Top Point Getter 


Mid December brought the release of the results of September's 2018 NJ QSO party contest. FLARC 
finished fourth in the NJ club competition; down from second last year. FLARC was the leading point 
getter in NNJ as ARRL NNJ SM Rob Roschewsk KA2PBT announced on 14 December. He will present 
the award at an upcoming January Friday session. 


Delaware Valley Radio 78,638 
Association 
Frankford Radio Club 36,857 
South Jersey DX Association 36,070 
FLARC 32,254 
Garden State ARA 20,800 


The club's 32,254 points was 26% lower than the 43,800 in 2017 and 51,210 we earned in 2016. Let's 
blame it on propagation (which was terrible). For the record, our 2015 point total was 20,240! Thanks 
to Fred (W2AAB) who added 6,747 points from his home QTH. Thanks Fred!! Karl W2KBF also 
contributed 300 points from his SNJ QTH and Steve KA2YRA gave us 70 as a QRP rover. 


The NJ QSO Party continues to be more competitive. The contest is run annually by the Burlington 
County Radio Club. 


The 2019 Contest is September 14-15th... mark it on your FLARC calendar! 
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Around The Shack 


by Hal Kennedy N4GG 


Learning Morse Code The Easy Way 

This month’s column will not attempt to sway you toward learning “the code.” You may want to, you may not. Or you 
may be in-between, where you think it would be fun or rewarding to learn the code, but only if it’s not a hassle, can be 
done at your own pace, and fun. There is such a way. If you are an old hand at CW you may want to read on — hopefully 
you will find a willing candidate to teach and this might be helpful. 


There are a variety of teaching methods for CW and if you Google the subject there is lots to read. You will come across 
something called the Farnsworth method, and there is also a Koch method. There are lots of methods. | think strict 
adherence to any of the “methods” may not be the best way to get started. Diving into the intellectual side of “how to 
learn it,” may not be ideal either. The Nike slogan comes to mind: “Just Do It!” 


When | finished writing this column | realized | needed to add a paragraph...right...here. Failure at learning the code is a 
scenario | seldom contemplate, so | almost forgot to mention it. You can’t fail. If you can read this, you can’t fail. If you 
can speak the English language or any language, then you can learn the code. Morse code is orders of magnitude easier to 
learn and use than English is. | don’t know how the idea of “I can’t learn the code” got started. A person can quit, but 
there is no brain-wiring that I’m aware of that prevents a person from learning what is essentially a very, very simple 
language compared to English. Put failure out of your mind. You can quit but you can’t fail. Everyone can learn Morse 
code. 


Here is the “N4GG method,” but that’s something of a misnomer — there is almost no method to it at all. While | did have 
an instructor help me, this is how I, for the most part, learned the code. My suggestions: 


Learn from the ARRL code practice sessions that are sent on the air, Monday through Friday, four times a day, 
from W1AW in Newington, CT. The times, frequencies and code speeds are all available with a Google search of 
“W1AW code practice.” Twice a day W1AW sends at 5 WPM - start with that. The 5 WPM code sessions last 
about 5 minutes. Catch one session a day if possible, but every other day is fine too. This is not time consuming. 
There are computer programs that will send you Morse code — they are fine too, and “Morse Runner” is a 
particularly good one. | like the idea of starting right out copying off the air. That is the end-goal after all, and it 
seems to be more rewarding than copying from a computer. As a bonus, should you not be skilled at getting 
every bit of performance out of a receiver — this is the way to do it. You will learn about tuning a receiver, fading 
(QSB), QRM, QRN and all the rest. Start real-world! Also, W1AW sends plain text, straight out of QST magazine. 


Begin with one letter, | suggest “S.” S is three dots. Here is the entire N4GG method: at 5 WPM, every time you 
hear three dots write down S. Go through several code practice sessions just picking out S from the rest of the 
jumble. After three or four sessions picking out Ss, add a letter. “O” is a good second letter. O is just S made of 


dashes instead of dots. Write down S and O every time they go by. 


When you are doing great at getting the Ss and Os, add a letter. Keep going until you are finished. That’s it — 
that’s the method. It’s fun this way. [Editor's note: there really are only 26 letters to learn!] 


CW continues to be in heavy use for everything from rag chewing to serious DXing. CW has a big advantage over SSB in 
signal to noise ratio and advantages over FT8 when there is significant QSB. It’s worth learning and YOU CAN DO IT. 


73, 
Hal N4GG 


CW is fun! 
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The Way We Were -- The Art Of The QSL (Part 6) 
By Fred Belghaus W2AAB 


Last month, we explored the artwork of Otto Eppers, W2EA. This month, we 
continue our look at QSL art, but now, we will focus upon original artwork, many 
examples of which were drawn or painted by hand by the operator, making them 
unique and sometimes quite remarkable for their originality and beauty. 


Image from May, 1926 QST, courtesy ARRL 


Originality comes in many forms. Art is a rich and varied expression of life, ranging from primitive cave drawings, 
to the magnificent work of the Renaissance painters and sculptors, to the more recent vision of the 
impressionists, modernists, and conceptualists of today. Some designs are simple, others, quite complex. Each 
of these modes of expression can be seen on QSL cards, too, as in this simple but unique, hand-painted design 
from station 8AXE in 1926: 


rely as a 3 y . og T35< S85 
co” Vaan ene pe fetf A, Zn, 
ore ae GS ae 


Here, the emphasis is on the graphic design, rather than that of making a “statement,” but the effect is quite unusual. 


Not hand-drawn, but quite striking, is this card from W2QU dated 1929. It depicts what is presumed to be Henry 
Hudson and his borrowed Dutch ship, the Halve Maen, and commemorating his famous discovery of the river 
that bears his name, in the year 1609 (1): 


yf HERBERT ROSENTHAL “xt 
| PRYER MANOR. NEW ROCHELLE, 
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The Way We Were (2) 


The address on this card is “Pryer Manor” in New Rochelle, New York. No record can be found of this structure 
online, but there remains a Pryer Manor Road in New Rochelle and Larchmont, and a Pryer Manor Bridge in 
Mamaroneck. From the appearance of this custom designed card printed for “Rosie” Rosenthal, the holder of 
W2QU, it is probable that “Pryer Manor” must have been quite an impressive address in its day. 


Here is another custom designed card, that of W2VT from 1930, whose styling is reminiscent of a stock certificate of 
that period, or currency, with elaborate engraving work and florid lettering. Both examples speak loudly of an 
affluence that was elusive to many in the days following the stock market crash of 1929, and the resulting Great 
Depression which followed: 


~~I338 FRANKLIN AVENUE,-—— 
NEW YORK CITY. 


Contrast these with the much more modest, but none the less valid QSL drawn in pencil by W5FTM in 1937: 


UR Rete ee, 
Rig: bAL, PR RKISs 
Rove: AUTODYNE 


Rox fo 2? 
KINGSVILLE lEXAS 
VK fu er, ¥) 732 
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The Way We Were (3) 


W5FTM’s card and others like it would prove to be more common in those days, especially from young amateurs, 
many of whose families were likely standing on breadlines, waiting to be fed, and not counting gold bars in bank 
vaults. 


Here’s a delightful hand-drawn card from W7VD dated 1929, with his rendering of a late stage “flapper” at left, 
identified as “The Cook,” no doubt his XYL: 


- 1359 B. 18th St. 1 
RaDIG WG6AGD: PORTLAND, OREGON. _ 
UR SIGS WKD HR 10:00 AM PST JULY 30,29. 
R 4, QRM BS-QRN. STEDI, 
WMITTAR: 2, 210s WID 700V, PLATS TARU 
15 HENRIES SS 8 MIKES, TRIG 
HI-0 CKT. 66 FT. VOLTcs PADANTENNA, 


HARKER: SCOREGN GRID. 2 “STAGH, 


UR ORD JUST CaM WED » LOT GMNORS FTES 
RI, SORRI I DIDENT GBT IT B4, BEST 7¥s. 


de R.T. GALY JAN (ex W7G8, ex WI7GR) ;| 


W80AA’s card from 1938 features an eye-catching graphic design, with his call emanating from the earth like a burst 
of light: 


NC-/O1X 


XMTR 
-RS-0.- WATTS. 
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The Way We Were (4) 


The “Spirit of Communication” is a statue and onetime logo of the American Telephone and Telegraph Company, 
installed on its New York Headquarters building at 195 Broadway, also appearing on old telephone directories. 


| 
f 


Image: Wikipedia 


Vea 
NS 


100 watios, controlado por cristal de 


4,6 ks. Valvulas Philips f 


EAR96’s QSL is adapted to represent radio communications. Instead of the figure holding lightning bolts in its left 
hand and telephone cables in its right, the figure holds lightning bolts in its right hand, and its left hand rests on a 
large, high power transmitting type vacuum tube. 
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The Way We Were (5) 
ES2C’s QSL offers us a silhouetted view of the city of Tallinn, Estonia in 1936: 


TO RADIOWJe{j UR ie pSTAG4xsIGSy04R€D HRAZIOT OL. 


L. VEDRU 


After the defeat of the Ottoman Empire by Russia in 1877, Tunisia obtained some measure of autonomy, only to fall 
under the control of France in 1881 as a Protectorate, mainly for economic and strategic advantages. During this 
period, many French nationals occupied this ancient land, controlling the economy and education, making French the 
official language of the schools, and maintaining a firm hand over the local, native governing bodies, thereby 


breeding local resentments. This situation continued to fester through the mid 1950s, often resulting in violent 
confrontations between Tunisians and French colonizers, until Tunisia finally obtained its independence in 1956. (2) 


This QSL from French national FT4AK in 1932 offers a view of the city of Tunis: 
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The Way We Were 


My archives contain many attractive examples of cards from Japan in the 1930s, but this one stands out as a favorite. 
The call is J3CR, and it is dated 1933. Its colors are striking, and its art includes a characteristic stepped pagoda: 


To Radio W6.G: PR ~ 
Tnx for our nice QSQ at4200.G.M.T. onAferch ¥193.3..... 
UrFB. sigs 
OSSi= 
Hr:- 
Xmitter:- 3 Reevr:- 
No. 1 Xta/N9 2249-124 -2/0-21D -24,0 Sch nel/ 
No. 2 o//7au dion fOr 28 C . 
Ant, syetem. 2 7</ Aarm 
My home is located at a southern part of Osaka and 15 minutes away from JES-stn. on foot. 
You will sure he entertained when you drop in hr and I'll make your stay hr as pleasant as 


possible. The country of Beauty and Romance is waiting you! 


REMARKS. 


Wud appreciate ur QSL and hw abt thding of scenic cards? 


JARL es ARRL 
KYOZO ASAMURA 


NO. 3 MINAMI TANABE CHO 
SUMIYOSHI-KU. 
OSAKA, JAPAN. 


Here’s another rather dramatic city view from station UO1JH in 1932. 
The call is from Austria, and the city is Vienna: 


Since 1945, Austria’s prefix is OE, but pre-World War Il, their licensing officials did not conform to ITU 
standards, and that is why the “UO” prefix was used. The “O” in it signifies Osterreich (with an umlaut over the 


O), the actual national name in the national language, which is Austrian-German, and which has some 
differences with standard German. 
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The Way We Were 


Moving on to the 1940s now, we begin with this unusual card from W1EAL from 1941. It shows a typical snowbound 
New England scene with snow covered evergreens, smoking fireplace chimney, and wire antenna radiating RF. 


The design appears to be a wood-block print: 


ZOuLENOX ‘RO. DERRY N.H 


In stark contrast, this card from W1FXS dated 1948 offers a very modern, highly stylized example: 
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The Way We Were 


Here’s a beautifully executed hand painted card from W2MUZ, dated 1941: 
LAKE Luzegnre NEw yoor 


W2MUZ /& 


: PSE GSi <s 


2 
fs Sao Winny Urk s 
Ax ro2 Fi% 4 + 
LN 1% 0. rm € St (igerye 


Xvrly6UE 909 
a $i vo? ~ Awe ~ V wohss 
o wod- buss GCG ACME we e 

Ne mer {5-9 

ae * No > Song aft Ao& _<A, 

Vy oth sare % tl, WwW ALSPeTIM . 

\ sa : ” owe! ~) 

wy 73 Rube Heymen 
Note that the operator is “portable 8” because he was operating from Upstate New York, in the days when 
that area was in W8-land. 


Not quite as artistic, but nonetheless effective, comes this hand-painted, simple design from W2SMK in 
1947: 


A 


Se Ae 
RADIOWCSGY Confirning QS0. .i%%. ¥9.1947 .at/7Je 
RSTS ©7< QRG /osSom QRM Abunvant QRN 29% asp oily 
Xmtr #* Rece ea a . 
6L6 M 40g—~ 43°? SC. 
Sor Cc 
250we 
= WVe 2 
Hertz 1 
O.00rs L 
gl1so%; 
(W2TK ) 


Cty, NY. 


“HPP? AGN 


PSE QSL Tnx. Best 73s 


(Memo to W2KBF: Take note of the operator’s name)! 
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The Way We Were (6) 


From Jackson Heights, Queens, we have this hand-colored example of yet another city view from W2VOU 
in 1948, showing the Manhattan skyline: 


~~ - 


ic ALAN 


Hail aC (4-5-1 Thank you for QS0 


4:0. ab Sx. P.M. 2ST. 
i Sig $ 5 54 eT on 2B We Jane. 


RO: “sone Pro Xmtr: 


are rw +1 oS . 


hes Kandel 3.545 -86 5. hae Heights, 
73 Pse QSL Tox New York, NY. W V 0 OU 


Here’s an unconventional approach, taken by W2ZHH in 1950: 


LO Tee NET Fae TTT ENS SY TAT OO OF EF FATE OM ER OE te ee ES Be eee 
aie . 4 fo, oo te 4 * > ye 
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The Way We Were (7) 


The following card from W3GNA, which is dated 1941, is a really fine example of QSL art. Note the detailed 
imaging, which includes a Turner microphone, chemical apparatus, an open text, microscope, and the 
outline of a National “HRO” dial, superimposed on a forested, night scene: 


>, 


IN-B-MESSINGER 


ABINGTON - PENNSYLVANIA - U. S. A. 


The card confirms a contact with W2DZA of Teaneck on the old 2-1/2 meter band, no mean feat in those 
early days of VHF weak signal work. Unfortunately, the artist’s name at lower right is too small to read, but 
whoever he or she was, the result of their work is quite memorable. 


It is an excellent example of the engraver’s art, and one of my personal favorites. 
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The Way We Were (8) 


The card from J8AAB, whose home call was W4FHF, is based on a penciled self-portrait. 


It dates from 1947, and represents a period during which U.S. troops first began occupying 
Korea following World War II: 


“SNA” Rae. 
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The Way We Were (9) 


WS5SHNxX drew this card in ink in 1946, featuring a great horned owl at right and a typical small “radio shack” 
with antenna wires at left: 


mM Spero 


Yr- Sigs. Hg. ea 3X-cb 11-25-46 gE 


Awsitier o6l6 dousier 6l6 Deasler --tlz ia fisal 
Massisg abi- SO Watts - Plaie medulaied wita 
& pr- ef oles - Antessa is a "V" seamed a wit 
- of We sae 5- wis. 

fimaxs ter £B QsU - Paul, 1 contacice Herrin 
Vareli.a after ear QSO- Geed snert sxip- 


Hepes to Uu kL ,7o and leis of bX & / 


vow 


Like the card from FT4AK on page 21, the card from CN8MR, Rabat, Morocco, reflects another example of 
the French colonization of North Africa in 1949: 


UIALOR 
bert BEA 


A tent encampment of native Moroccans is shown, with a shepherd and his flock in the background. The 
French occupation of Morocco began with the Treaty of Fez in 1912, with the first stages of Moroccan 
independence coming in 1955, followed by full independence in 1956. (3) 
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The Way We Were (10) 


This card from I1IT, of Firenze (Florence) Italy, dated 1948, includes a view of the tower of the Palazzo 
Vecchio, with the traditional red fleur-de-lis (lily in English, giglio in Italian), on the coat of arms of the city, 
borne by a medieval herald. The herald announces various DX awards achieved by the operator: 


LCs 


GoRasio 724A. 
QSO0 + -? «4 at /F30 GMC 


Ufone rysé t 7 on/Z Ne 


Xmtr /powts- mod. Aer 3, 
Revr super / tubes 


ane QOS, Srect or via ARI 
, al lags a 3 es Cran 


A.R.I. - QTH: Enrico Masetti, Via Maffei 59 - Firenze - ITALIA 


Two very different examples follow: 


one from Mexico, and another a radically different design from Java, 
in what was once the Dutch East Indies. 


The first, from YL operator Aurora, XE1LK from Guadalajara, is dated 1941. It shows a pair of Mexican 
women, one young, one much older, beneath the limbs of a tree, and silhouetted against the setting sun. 


AURORA DEL RANCS 
Avde ta Paz 1129 


GUADALAJARAYEXIC 


(oe Cadi: We OD NSs 
fu sefiale/ ‘one 10 Mls Q/A_» R_I=-T9.— 


/ 
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The Way We Were 


PK1TM’s 1950 card - from Bandoeng in Java - uses stylized, art deco graphics for a striking effect: 


ro : oe — ————— = 


WAC. 


iene _RST.289 aid: 
REC 26.28 = RA PIO... ee 
MMT: DAGT AOL. scone BONER es cae 
QTH: | maxes. -DiaLe nN RVYAAREL. 1. BANQOENG.. LANA = 


Another fine example of a hand-painted card is this one from KSKOM, El Paso, Texas, in 1958. 
It is drawn on a standard postcard: 


Tnx fer QSO ¥73 de ; 
HSKkom — Seo 


EL PASO, TEXAS 
On nthe Mexico E 


tems f 


a ——— 
~s 


SW 7, Cenk 050 ssa 
‘4 & ye bY? of 


ois 1 mst | 2 
1° me Ur?! MC CWS: 
ee. cet RST. $79 = 


Fav t sins CotV sole 
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The Way We Were (11) 


W7WDM’s card depicts Bainbridge Island, Washington, in the style of an old maritime map circa 1600, with 
Neptune at upper left. It is dated 1960. 


Gan ae : 
is 


OL! ES HYLAND: 
ae RT. 2, BOX 2411 
a WINSLOW, lea U.S. AL 


From Habana, Cuba, comes this colorful card for CO2CO in 1959, only two months after the successful 
Cuban Revolution that resulted in the deposing of dictator Fulgencio Batista, and the beginning of the 
government headed by Fidel Castro: 
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The Way We Were 


Mongolian rugs and carpets are highly collectible, especially antique examples. They feature simple, 
mainly geometric designs, often with interlaced lines along the borders. Sometimes, they also include a 
figure in the center. 


Here is a QSL from JT1AA, Mongolian People’s Republic, dated 1958. It uses a traditional carpet design, 
with a Mongolian horseman in the center. At the center top, and barely visible, is a small yin-yang 
symbol,topped by the upper part of a stupa, indicative of that nation’s long Buddhist tradition: 


Another imperial artifact is this QSL from VS9AP in 1958, a British Colony from 1937 to 1963, later 
becoming the People’s Republic of South Yemen in 1967. (4) 


SGT. CORLETT 
SGTS. MESS 


RAF KSAR ADEN COLONY 
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The Way We Were 


Moving along to the 1960s, we see yet another evolution in QSL art. By the late 1960s, popular art was 
influenced by several aesthetic movements, past and contemporary. One of these was the influence of 
Art Nouveau, originating at the close of the 19 Century. It was a reaction to the overly ornate, 
ostentatious designs of Victorian Art. 


Instead, Art Nouveau emphasized florid, “curvy” but less extravagant patterns, partially due to an interest 
in Asian Art, particularly Japanese wood-block prints.(5) These characteristics appeared in paintings, 
sculpture, architecture, book bindings and book illustrations. 


Here’s an example of block printing on the QSL of YL operator Susan, WN3MCR, from 1969. What was then 
thought of as “hippie” art, was really a derivitive of Art Nouveau, whose elements are clearly expressed 
here: 


: Up 
Baltimore Md, 
21208 
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The Way We Were 


Another example of block-printing, though much simpler, and without Art Nouveau influence, is evident on 
this card from WN5STQT, dated 1965: 


WNSTQT 
13S4% Amis Avenve 
Les Cruces, a. Mex. 


aww 


Here, Togo station 5VZAB in Africa, uniquely adds a hand-painted scene to a standard QSL design. 
It dates from 1968: 


_ TOGO-AFRIK A. 
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The Way We Were 


VE6KJL of Alberta, Canada, painted this unusual card in 1997, heavily influenced by classic Japanese art 


Here, VE8TJ’s card from 1976 features Nunavut stone piling (Inuksuk). (6) 


VEC KS 


KEN LAW 
15 ACORN CRES. 


ST. ALBERT 
ALBERTA T8N3K2 


CANADA 


tr» WARE 

DATE— > SET G) 

WUTC — oad 

FREQ— 7096 

RST- 59 

MNO DE- c iad 
TteF 7 


Zan, ast- 


pel 
ow $sye-Y~ 


VE8TJ 


Roy Galloway, 


N.W.T. 


www.FairLawnARC.org 
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The Way We Were 


Here are three favorite cards from past QSOs, all original art. WA1SJJ, 1975, drew his QSL by hand on a 
3x5 card, and then hand colored it: 


ee 


Frank C,Gibsas, Se. Are Le Ree CP-2g¢ 
Cee Fran, Lille fncboe Rod BaSHoatt, , NH. coat 


My two final examples are also unique, original art. 

The first comes from famous artist Carmen (“Kar”) D’Avino, WB2LRK of New York City, worked in 1970 on 
40 meter CW. D’Avino worked in painting, sculpture, and is probably best known for his film animations. 
His biography can be found in Note (7) below. 


The QSL he produced and sent to me was a self-portrait, printed on heavy, hand-made paper. 


The second and final example is a QSL from K2RRM, from 1971. That card confirmed an unusual contact on 
6 meters spanning several hundred miles. The operator, “Doc” Philley, drew the design, then hand colored 
it in watercolors. 


These cards are precious additions to my QSL collection, and | treasure them. 


| close with these words from artist D’Avino: 


“To keep busy is a marvelous answer to some dull existence. 
Life is a great adventure no matter what you do. Life is a joy.” (8) 
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The Way We Were 


Time 45 EX Date! 3 Nev 2 


aN K2 RRM 
220 EAS mits THERON L.PHILLEY 


NEW YORK CITY WINDSOR, N.Y. 


Until next month, 


73 Fred 


Wikipedia entry: “Henry Hudson,” available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Hudson 
Wikipedia entry: “French Protectorate of Tunisia,” available at: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_ protectorate of Tunisia 

Wikipedia entry: “French Protectorate in Morocco,” available at: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French protectorate _in Morocco 

Article: “Aden,” from “The British Empire,” available at: 

https://www. britishempire.co.uk/maproom/aden.htm 

Article: “Art Nouveau,” from “The Art Story” website, available at: 
https://www.theartstory.org/movement-art-nouveau.htm 

Hallendy, Norman, “Inuksuk,” The Canadian Encyclopedia, available at: 
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/inuksuk-inukshuk 

Wikipedia article: “Carmen D’Avino,” available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/carmen_D%27Avino 
Ibid. 
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Fair Lawn RACES Corner 
(Continued) 


Our next FL-RACES KB2FLR net will take place 
on Wednesday, January 9th at 1900 hours. The 
Fair Lawn ARC Repeater is used (RX 145.47 MHz / 
TX 144.87, PL TX Tone 167.9 Hz). Thank you to 
the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club for permitting 
FL-RACES for using the repeater. 


The volunteer efforts of our members are very 
much appreciated. All of the events noted above 
could not have happened without you. 


Our monthly meetings usually take place right 
after the FLARC business meeting. Please join us 
for the next FL-RACES meeting. 


If you are interested in joining the Fair Lawn 
RACES, please contact me. You don't have to be 
a Fair Lawn resident to be a part of Fair Lawn 
RACES. 


For information regarding Bergen County RACES, 


please go to http://www.bcnjraces.org. 


Thank you very much and Happy New Year!! See 
you soon and 73. 


David KDZ2MOB 


In A Nutshell 


The Holidays being behind us we face a new year with 
Winter Field Day, Earth Day, Portable Day, and the 
Street Fair ahead of us. There is also possible 
continuing antenna work to be done on the roof at the 
Rec Center. Inside the code classes will continue and, 
of course, there are contests that are coming up. 


To sum it up, there is much to do and be involved in 
at the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club, and of course a 
big part of this, is this publication which is put 
together every month due to the hard work and 
dedication of the individuals involved (hats off to 
them!). 


So till next month, 73, W2ABE, Fred. 
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Stan Ekiert K3KKH "A Wireless 
3-Way Antenna Switch and Display" 
To Open FLARC 2019 Speaker Series 


The FLARC 2019 Speaker Series opens the New Year with an 
interesting antenna discussion that has relevance for nearly 
all amateurs. 


Stan Ekiert K3KKH will present his work with a discussion 
on Friday, January 18, 2019 at the Fair Lawn Senior 
Center, 11-05 Gardiner Road at 7PM. 

All are invited and refreshments will be served. 


The presentation describes a home brew project in which a 
2 channel wireless receiver and transmitter is used to 
remotely select one of the three antennas (two dipoles and a 
wideband vertical); switch a balun between the dipoles; and 
perform all of this from the comfort of his shack. The unit is 
designed to handle 1500 watts (SSB) and operates reliably 
from his below-ground shack to a switching panel located in 
the woods 55 feet away. 


Also described will be an in-shack display that uses a second 
wireless receiver and transmitter to activate LEDs that 
display which antenna was selected. 


A FLARC member, Stan was first licensed as a Novice in 1960 
as KN3KKH. Stan later passed the General license to become 
K3KKH. In 1961 he earned a Commercial First Class Radio 
Telephone Operators License. He has a BSEE and MSEE from 
the University of Pittsburgh. 


Stan worked for Eastman Kodak Co. in Rochester, NY for over 
30 years on government sponsored programs involving 
imaging sensors and systems for satellites, high-flying 
aircraft, and under water vehicles operating in coastal and 
abyssal waters. He demonstrated solid state imaging using 
photodiode arrays in 1970. The demonstration led to 
Kodak’s entry into CCD imaging sensors and solid state 
cameras. In 1998 he joined ITT Corp, now Harris Corp, in 
Clifton, NJ where he worked on SINCGARS_ radio 
enhancements, GPS navigation payloads, and electronic 
warfare programs until retiring at the end of 2012. After a 
50 year hiatus he returned to the airwaves in 2014 and is 
thoroughly enjoying QSOs on 80 through 6 meters. 


He has published two articles in QST, “A Stealthy Vertical 
Array”, QST, Aug 2016, pp 37-40, and “Weatherproofing a 
Coaxial Switch”, Hints and Kinks, QST, Feb 2017, pp 70-71. A 
third article entitled “A Simple Way to Cut Light-Gauge 
Aluminum Sheet” will be published in the February 2019 
edition of QST’s Hints and Hacks column. 


Stop in and learn from an expert!! See you January 18th !! 
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Ed-itorial: The Ham We Never Met 


The following three columns are about a ham that we 
almost met, but never did. 


Bob Mararauskas W3ZMC was a ham who grew up in 
Roselle Park, lived in Kearney and recently was stricken 
with a terminal disease. A last wish was to get back on 
the air and through his friend, Rick Barrow K3IW, the 
call went out to local hams for help. 


FLARC responded with nearly a dozen members 
offering equipment, help and time to get him on the air 
one more time. We soon learned from W3ZMC's 
brother Jeff that "Bob is not currently in shape to do 
ham radio. He is frail and in pain." 

Sadly our help, though desired, was not needed. 


Bob became a Silent Key on 21 December. 
He was just 59. 


The club's immediate outpouring of help was noted by 
both Rick and by Bob's family and is something we 
should all be proud for. To assist someone in need who 
we don't know is the fraternal best of amateur radio. It 
reflects what FLARC is all about as a club. 


There is also the message of the New Year that time is 
short. Daily life really isn't about solar cycles; it's about 
dog years. Bob's logbook is closed. Hopefully yours will 
remain open for many QSOs to come. 


HNY, Good DX and GL in 2019. DE Ed WX2R 


Ed-itorial reflects the opinion of WX2R and not that of the 
Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club, its Board nor Trustees. 


Tech Talk References 

References: 
WS5KV YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4|s5rPowPk 
Painter’s pole example: https://mrlongarm.com/ 
Coleman’s: https://colemans.com/shop/military- 
tents/support-system-for-camo-nettin 
SpiderBeam US: 
http://www.spiderbeam.us/index.ph 
Jackite: https://www.jackite.com/online- 
store/Windsock-Flying-Poles-c21767998 
Jackite videos: https://www.jackite.com/antenna 
Packtenna: http://packtenna.com/ 
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Bob W3ZMC -- A Recollection 


Bob Mararauskas W3ZMC is gone too soon but he left plenty 
of memories for us who were privileged to know him. 


Bob was a teenager when we first met. His dad had a 
factory in Delaware Water Gap, and Bob drove a truck and 
made deliveries for him. Bob loved to drive, and he drove 
through places | would never choose for a pleasure trip. 


Bob’s amateur radio mentor (at least one of them) was Larry 
Lambert, K3ALL. Bob and Larry and Larry’s wife Billie, K3JGV 
were very close. Larry motivated Bob to become active on the 
Ham bands and passed on his love of CW (Morse code) 
Operating. It hit Bob hard when Larry passed away. 


Bob, Larry and others used to relish operating “in the field” 
in late June’s national amateur radio event, Field Day. 
When the Pocono club had a re-kindled interest in 
Operating on emergency power for that weekend, we 
decided to use a small area around the WVPO-FM 
transmitter site. 


We were to gather in a bank parking lot at the corner of 
Sixth and Sarah Streets, Stroudsburg and caravan up the 
steep, rutted dirt “road” to the peak where the 
Appalachian Trail actually was part of the route. | arrived 
early to an empty parking lot save for an Army surplus cot 
in the middle. 


Occupying the cot was Bob, who awakened looking 
disheveled and bearing cuts and scratches from prickler 
bushes and God knows what else. He had spent some 
overnight hours there so as to not miss the early morning 
caravan. He never explained what he had been up to the 
night before. 


Once set up and operating, the hungry group passed some 
money to Bob who had volunteered to drive off the 
mountain into town and pick up some pizzas. After what 
seemed like an interminable time period, we heard a 
distant vehicle horn from down the trail. Listening more 
carefully, we realized it was Morse code. Bob was tapping 
on the horn button, “SOS SOS SOS. Send gas. Send gas.” 


During Bob’s motorcycle-riding phase, one afternoon, 
without my knowledge he drove to my home in 
Tannersville. My wife was working in Stroudsburg, and | 
was home vacuuming my hallway when | looked up and 
saw a large figure looming before me. | nearly had a heart 
attack. Bob had delivered to me a spool of grounding wire. 


Continued on next page. 
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Bob W3ZMC -- A Recollection 
(Continued) 


Bob loved exploring New York City. Once we loaded 
up my GMC Jimmy with my wife Deb, her girlfriend 
Patty, Bob and me and headed for Harrison, New 
Jersey. We parked in Harrison, and Bob guided us 
on public transportation until we reached 
Manhattan. | visited my big sister in Greenwich 
Village while Bob took the women on a walking tour 
that included crossing the Brooklyn Bridge. 


When we returned to Harrison, Bob took us to a 
little Polish butcher shop where we bought some 
genuine Polish kielbasa to take home. 


Even before his big-rig-driving career, Bob loved 
places known for unique culture and food. He 
would let us know he was going on a live crab run to 
Maryland and take our order for what one could 
never find as fresh (if one could find crabs) in the 
Poconos. | think he also made round-trips for 
steamer clams. 


Driving trucks only expanded Bob’s experiences that 
rivaled even the most seasoned traveler. He always 
shared these via phone calls, emails and emailed 
photographs; he sent CD’s of artists he had 
personally heard in a variety of venues along his 
routes. If he couldn’t drive in a snowstorm, he 
enjoyed the respite and the snow, especially at 
Christmastime in New England or Canada. 


The last time Deb and | saw Bob was about eight 
years ago when he called us to say he was in our 
area, was exiting Interstate 81, and wanted to visit 
for a little while. He parked his rig at the 
Christiansburg, VA Recreation Center’s vast parking 
lot, and Deb picked him up and drove him to our 
place. It was a short but wonderful reunion. 


Bob always kept in touch, and sometimes it was 
months before he opened the Christmas card or 
small gift that had been among other mail awaiting 
his infrequent stops in McKinney, Texas where his 
brother Jeff lived. 
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Bob W3ZMC -- A Recollection 
(Continued) 


Bob was not what some might perceive as the 
stereotypical 18-wheeler driver. He had attended 
college. He was a history buff that might have been a 
great classroom teacher or historical site docent. He 
was the only trucker | ever heard of that had an 
exercise bicycle in his truck’s cab. He seemed 
genuinely happy and dedicated to driving, and he was 
competent, courteous and safe like the legendary 
“knights of the road.” 


Bob, when he was the teen | chatted with on Ham 
Radio, often he would begin a question with an 
enthusiastic, “By any chance...” Whether on the radio 
or telephone, one always knew Bob was ready to sign 
off, when he said, “I’ll let you go here.” 


| will forever visualize him with the wacky “fish-through- 
it” cap he wore in one of our radio club’s group Field 
Day photos. We had to let Bob go, but we’ll always 


remember him. 


DE Rick K3IW 


Bob W3ZMC SK 
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FLARC Business Meeting Minutes 
4 January 2019 


President Brad KM2C called the meeting to order at 
7:31 p.m. The members rose and recited the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 


Secretary Randy WU2S called the roll of officers and 
trustees and all were present. The meeting had a 
quorum to conduct club business. 


President Brad KM2C asked if there were any visitors 
or new members present. There were none. 


Secretary Randy WU2S announced that the minutes 
from the December meeting were published in the 
club’s newsletter, The Resonator, which is on the club’s 
website at http://newsletters.FairLawnARC.org He 
asked the members present if there were any 
corrections or amendments needed. There were 
none so Brian KD2KLN moved to accept the minutes 
as published and John W2JLH seconded the motion. 
The motion passed by acclamation. 


Treasurer Al WA2OWL presented this month’s 
Treasurer’s Report. He remarked that our insurance 
premium has risen due to the club’s increased 
membership. He reminded members that he is now 
accepting payments for the 2019 membership dues 
and that 83 members have already renewed their 
membership. Don N2PRT moved to accept the report 
as read and Judith KC2LTM seconded the motion. 
The motion passed by acclamation. 


President Brad KM2C said that the Council will offer 
some insight into where we are going in 2019 later in 
the meeting. He then asked if there was any old 
business. Fred W2AAB asked about the 80-meter 
antenna. Brad responded that he has information 
about our antenna plans to be presented later in the 
meeting. The antenna improvements project is a 
two-year plan. There was no further old business. 


President Brad KM2C called upon Secretary Randy 
WU2S to report for the Tech Committee. Randy said 
the Council is discussing several projects including 
improving the mesh nodes with new Ethernet cables, 
moving and upgrading the 40-meter dipole and 
installing an 80/40-meter vertical antenna. 
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FLARC Business Meeting (2) 


President Brad KM2C asked for a report from the 
Publicity Committee. Ed WX2R reported that our guest 
speaker on January 18 will be Stanley Eikert K3KKH 
who will talk about "A Wireless Three-way Antenna 
Switch and Display.” Stanley will have an article 
published in the February issue of QST, so please look 
for it. As always, our guest speaker presentation will be 
held at the Fair Lawn Senior Center on Gardiner Road 
starting at 7:00 pm. 


Ed WX2R said at our February lecture he will present 
the results from this year’s FLARC membership survey. 
The survey was emailed to all FLARC members. Ed 
mentioned that he has paper copies of the survey on 
hand for members who are unable to respond online. 
We have about 63 members who completed the 
survey so far. Last year we received 88 responses and 
this year we can do better. It really matters to get 
members’ input on the direction of the club and what 
you think about it. Ed will send out a reminder to 
complete the survey if you have not yet done so. 


Ed WX2R reported that our guest speaker on March 15 
will be Joe Taylor K1JT. He will talk about FT8 - one of 
the most recent digital modes that has become very 
popular on ham radio on both HF and VHF. 


Ed WX2R reported that our guest speaker on April 19 
will be John Hale KD2LPM, who was a recent Hudson 
Division Amateur of the Year. His topic is about 
recruiting young people in a Queens high school and is 
titled "The Garden School ARC and Developing Young 
Hams." John is bringing two faculty members who can 
describe the program in detail. 


Ed WX2R noted that we approved a Great Falls Earth 
Day event, but we do not yet have a firm date for it. 


We will need Council approval for participating in the 
Fair Lawn Street Fairs on June 9 and October 20. 
President Brad KM2C responded that he has the flyer 
in his email and will reply with our FLARC application 
for booth space. Brad said the Council approved these 
as FLARC events. 


Continued on next page. 
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FLARC Business Meeting (3) 


Ed WX2R announced that he is still looking for a 
suitable sister club in the United Kingdom somewhere 
near London. One of his criteria is that the club has 
active Echolink users. 


President Brad KM2C asked for a report on our 
YouTube channel (YouTube.FairLawnARC.org). Thom 
W2NZ said that 2018 was a great year for our videos. 
He said we lost one subscriber. He thinks that is due 
to a more aggressive approach by Google, which owns 
YouTube, to weed out junk accounts. 


President Brad KM2C asked for a report on our 
website and blog. Jim W2JC reported that only about 
half our membership has signed up to use our 
Groups.io site (http://FairLawnARC. groups.io). The 
Groups.io site has a better calendar and reminders. 
Our blog functions as a bulletin board. JimW2JC, as 
the W2NPT QSL manager, reported on QSL card 
activity. He said he will have a box of about 600 
overseas cards going out to the ARRL Outgoing QSL 
Service. He didn’t want to send our cards during the 
annual end-of-year mail spike in December. This 
group of outgoing cards comes from activity during 
most of 2018.We should receive a lot of nice DX QSL 
cards once our cards are received. 


Vice President Van W2DLT reported on upcoming 
contests and events. He announced that you can find 
an annual contest calendar on the WA7BNM website 
(www.contestcalendar.com). He remarked that even 
if you are not an active contester, these events are a 
good way to make contacts during low sunspot years. 
Van announced that we are working on ways to open 
the club on other days so that members can use 
W2NPT to participate in these contests. 


Van said that Winter Field Day is on January 26. 


Ed WX2R said there is discussion about opening the 
club on some night in addition to Friday. He asked the 
Council to provide a solution at the next business 
meeting. President Brad KM2C asked Ed if he could 
provide some early feedback on this topic from the 
membership survey. Ed agreed to provide the data no 
later than January 15. 
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FLARC Business Meeting (4) 


President Brad KM2C described for the members 
present the discussions the Council is having 
regarding the requirements for club openers. He 
noted that it is very important for FLARC to be good 
neighbors with the other users of the Community 
Center. Gene WO2W noted that when we use our 
assigned rooms there are no problems. Gene said 
that conflicts can arise when we request to use other 
spaces, such as the conference room, the card room 
or the teen lounge. 


Ed WX2R reminded the members present that some 
in our community have difficulty making Friday night 
available for FLARC activities. If we opened on other 
days, we could bring these people in. Brad said that 
he is in favor of potentially opening the club on 
Sunday. He noted that he has not had any member 
volunteering to open the club for a specific event or 
activity. Brad said that for the club to be open we 
need to have defined plans for the activities and who 
will be responsible for managing the event. 


President Brad KM2C said that before we get to new 
business, he wants to give the members some 
insight into the FLARC Council’s discussions and what 
we need to do this year. We expect to get a lot of 
good feedback from the membership survey. 


One item to consider is Winter Field Day, January 26 
and 27. We haven’t had much talk about it so far. He 
said that using the Community Center for this event 
like we did last year is a poor choice. If we do this 
event, we should use Memorial Park or some other 
location. Brad will supply his trailer. He asked the 
members about using our tent as well. Gene WO2W 
said he could supply propane heaters for the tent. 
Brad asked the members present who would 
participate in Winter Field Day and about a dozen 
raised their hands. Brad asked all members to 
contact him via email regarding their participation. 


Gene WO2W will get the park permit and access to 
the Recreation Department’s restroom. Ed WX2R said 
that he and Jim W2JC would put together a quick 
survey on the level of interest in Winter Field Day and 
send it out to the members quickly. President Brad 
KM2C agreed to work on the event planning. 


Continued on next page. 
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FLARC Business Meeting (5) 


President Brad KM2C announced that there are some 
new roles the Council wants to add. He said we have 
a lot of equipment and books that people want to 
borrow. It is a lot to keep track of. We are 
considering a Quartermaster role for someone to be 
responsible for managing the use of the club’s gear 
and library. We need help from the members to 
volunteer for this job. 


President Brad KM2C said the Council is also looking 
for the next group of trustees and officers. We need 
to help prepare people for new roles to make sure 
that FLARC remains viable and active. Please speak 
up if you have any interest in taking on new 
responsibilities. 


President Brad KM2C said the Council discussed 
our annual auction results and procedures. He 
said we are considering ways to improve it. If you 
have a suggestion, send an_ email to 
board@FairLawnARC.org. 


Brad described a possible revision to the auction gear 
pickup and payment procedure. Tony N2SIQ suggested 
using sticky labels on the purchased items. Brad 
responded that we plan to do that with the buyer’s 
number, the winning bidder’s number and the sale 
amount on each label. This will eliminate the shouting 
for clarification. We are also considering moving the 
pickup and payment area to the Senior Center lobby. 
There was a discussion about alternating sides of the 
room to increase the pace of sales. 


President Brad KM2C reported that we plan to improve 
the mesh network installation. We are looking at 
putting more Ethernet cables up to the roof by moving 
an unused coax cable out of the way. 

President Brad KM2C also said that we are considering 
moving the 40-meter dipole from its current position 
over to the other tower. We are also considering 
installing an 80/40-meter vertical antenna located over 
the gymnasium. This is a relatively quiet area with no 
air conditioning units. Fred W2AAB asked the Council to 
consider a wire mesh ground screen under the vertical. 
If you have suggestions for improvement projects, put 
your ideas in your membership survey response or 
send your — thoughts in an email to 
board@FairLawnARC.org. 
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FLARC Business Meeting (6) 


President Brad KM2C noted that another concept we 
are considering is adding three contest band filters 
with automatic switching by station. The filters would 
be controlled by each radio through its CAT (Computer 
Aided Transceiver serial port) connector. Brad said he 
built a filter controller with an Arduino for his own 
operation. This controller and filter switch might cost 
around $2000. This would improve our W2NPT 
operations when using more than one station at a 
time. Both station-to-station and antenna isolation is 
increased with the filters. We did this manually during 
the last Field Day. The automatic controller increases 
safety and reduces operator error. 


Steve WI2W said that he would like to see a Flex radio 
in the club. President Brad KM2C replied that he is 
having talks with several people who may offer FLARC a 
good quality refurbished Flex radio at a decent price. He 
also said that the price would be in the $2000 range, so 
we need to consider such a purchase carefully. Brad 
noted that we should first focus on increasing our 
members’ operating experience and skills. 


President Brad KM2C mentioned conducting another 
session of the soldering course which he gave last 
year. That course was just pictures and a lecture with 
no hands-on work. Brad said he is considering doing 
the course again with kits designed to teach people 
proper soldering techniques. These practice kits are 
inexpensive. We may want to buy a higher quality 
soldering iron for the club. Gene WO2W and Fred 
W2ABE mentioned other kits for soldering practice. 
Jim W2JC asked if Brad had considered practice 
unsoldering components. Brad replied that might be a 
good idea to try after the initial practice. 


President Brad KM2C said this may evolve into a kit 
night. Fred W2AAB asked about building antennas as a 
possibility. Brad responded that we might do that and 
what we need is for FLARC members to step up with 
their proposals to run a kit project and take 
responsibility for the whole effort. 


The Council’s goal is not to tell the members what we 
are going to do, but for members to tell FLARC what 


can be done, design the class and lead the class. 


Continued on next page. 
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FLARC Business Meeting (7) 


John W2JLH said that he has the VHF antenna 
project from Field Day which he would like to run. 
Brad replied that John should email the Council with 
a plan for his course, with a budget if any, the 
number of people expected to participate, the goals 
and outline of the course and when he wants to do 
the course. John responded that he would like to do 
the course in March and agreed to send in his plan. 
Brad said this is exactly the kind of interaction we 
need to get more things done. 


President Brad KM2C commented about signs for 
the club’s operating positions. He said that Randy 
WU2S is looking into labeling the positions with 
signage similar to what he supplied for our last Field 
Day. He will give us some suggestions for moving 
beyond the paper signs we have now. 


President Brad KM2C talked about the CW classes as 
a good idea that started off great and got off plan 
due to how busy we got. Running these classes on 
Friday night just doesn’t work with all our other 
activities. We can look to the membership survey to 
see what day would be good for a CW class. 


Alternatively, Fred W2AAB and George W3EH can 
decide when they want to hold the classes and make 
an announcement of their schedule. These classes 
don’t need the club rooms open. We can get the 
card room or teen lounge scheduled for the classes. 
Fred and George discussed what times work best for 
them and they agreed that Thursday evenings are 
good for both instructors. 


Ed WX2R noted that a Thursday evening CW class is 
a good pilot effort for seeing how well holding FLARC 
activities on other days works. Brad said we may also 
try to open the club rooms on CW class nights if we 
have the right people available to take responsibility. 
That would possibly attract more people to FLARC. 


Fred said that when he announces the CW class 
schedule, there will be no limit on the number of 
people who can attend. Fred agreed to send the 
Council the plan and schedule for the CW course. 
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FLARC Business Meeting (8) 


President Brad KM2C said that was all he had and 
opened the discussion for new business. 


Ed WX2R asked about a Field Day Committee. 
President Brad KM2C said we have a good start based 
on last year’s arrangements. We have the antennas 
and ropes in the trees, and we have pictures of our 
site layout. We will start this year’s Field Day planning 
in February. 


Ed WX2R offered kudos to this board "for one hell of a 
year last year" in 2018. The members present 
applauded. Ed said that just listening to this meeting is 
a reflection of what you did collectively. "I’m proud to 
be a part of this club." President Brad KM2C thanked 
everybody and especially those who helped with the 
antenna project. We saved a lot of money doing the 
antenna upgrades ourselves and this project will have 
a lasting effect on the club. 


Jim W2JC noted that Saturday January 5th is the ARRL 
Kid’s Day. Since it is too late to have a club event, Jim 
suggested that we begin planning for next year’s Kid's 
Day in September. We should invite parents from Fair 
Lawn and Paterson to bring their children to FLARC for 
that event. Ed WX2R said that he would work with Jim 
and the ARRL to make a plan. 


Brian KD2KLN announced that he needs members to 
sign up to be net control operator for our weekly Near 
& Far net. The net is on the W2NPT repeater on 
Monday nights at 8:00 pm. You can check-in via 
Echolink if you are out of RF range. We have a script 
for the net control to follow. Contact Brian via email or 
signup on the whiteboard in the club rooms. Ed WX2R 
said our average participation for the last quarter was 
14 check-ins. 


Lee KD2DRS announced a public service event on 
January 19 in Ringwood. Lee is looking for volunteers 
to assist with communications for the Boy Scouts 


Klondike Day at Sheperd Lake. 


Email Lee at kd2drs@arrl.net if you can help. 


Continued on next page. 
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FLARC Business Meeting (9) Around The Club In January 


President Brad KM2C said we will revise the 
open/close access list for the club rooms. The Council 
agreed to add David KD2MOB to the list so that he 
can use the FLARC facility for Fair Lawn RACES and 
ARES activities as needed. We will announce the 
updated list at the next business meeting. 


Judith KC2LTM reminded the members that if they 
know of anyone who has been ill, or is in a hospital, 
please notify Judith and Brad so that we can send a 
card from the club. 


David KD2MOB thanked FLARC for the use of the 
W2NPT repeater and the availability of FLARC 
members to support the growth of Fair Lawn RACES. 
David said we will host the Bergen County RACES net 
this month on Wednesday, January 9 = and 
Wednesday, January 23 at 7:45 pm. 


The Fair Lawn RACES group has a net on the same 
days at 7:00 pm. Judith KC2LTM will open the club for 
David if his access isn’t yet noted by the Recreation 
Department. 


President Brad KM2C said that thanks to Glen we 
have a Kenwood TS-830 system, which includes the 
radio, a microphone, the external tuner and the 
station master. Brad cleaned and repaired it. This is a 
nice vintage radio that we may put at operating 
position 3. 


Gene WO2W thanked the Council for the W2NPT 
Memorial Award he received in December. The 
members present noted that Gene’s award was well- 
deserved and applauded him. 


Having no further business, President Brad KM2C 
asked for a motion to adjourn. Ed WX2R so moved 
and John W2JLH seconded the motion. The members 
present voted in favor and the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:51 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Randy WU2S 
The 2019 Member Survey was dutifully completed by a number o 
y 7 he 2019 ber S dutifull leted b ber of 
Secretary members before the January business meeting. 
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A Year Of Media Outreach 


Each month we report blog traffic at our FairLawnARC.org website. Here is the summary for the last six years of blog 


data... some impressive growth thanks to readers and bots. We prefer the former. Thanks for checking it out! 


Page Views 
2013 485 


Visitors 
223 


Blog Posts 


2014 2945 


811 


2015 3261 


897 


2016 4669 


1324 


2017 7839 


2963 


2018 9366 


5162 


Theoretics Demystified (Continued) 


The FCC limited the power that FM transmitters could 
put out so as to regionalize stations but since there was 
greater power required for transmission on the new 
band compared to the old lower band, this hampered 
FM growth. In 1949 the old band was finally shut down 
as it took time and money for the broadcasters to move 
up to the new band. As a result of the changes the 
number of FM stations grew. The FCC added the 
condition that from 88 to 92 MHz was reserved for 
educational use by colleges and universities, also the 
106-108 portion of the new band was originally set 
aside for fax transmissions but was later reassigned 
back to regular FM broadcasting. This was because FM 
faxing never proved viable or profitable. 


FM had its dark years but the advent of binaural (one 
channel of stereo on AM and the other on FM) was 
popular and ultimately there was the advent of FM 
stereo in high fidelity! 


Stereo transmissions are accomplished by adding 
supersonic signals which ‘tell’ the receiver how to split 
up the signal into the left and right audio channels. 
Other added ‘hidden sub channel’ signals enable 
telemetry and other things like ‘Muzak’ to be broadcast 
along with the regular programming. These signals are 
‘piggy backed’ on the normal audio channel and 
therefore take up no more spectrum space. 


That is the FM story overview. There are a lot more 
technicals that directly relate to ham radio and FM 
broadcasting but this is a good basic start for now. 
More to come in a future column! 


73, W2ABE, Fred. 
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From The FLARC Kitchen 


Each year Van's W2DLT XYL Lori makes her special 
corn casserole and every year she gets numerous 
requests for the recipe. 


By popular demand, here it is. 


Do try this at home... deeeee-licious! 


Lori's Corn Casserole 


1 (15 1/4 ounce) can whole kernel corn, drained 
1 (14 3/4 ounce) can cream style corn 

1 (8 ounce) package corn muffin mix (Jiffy is best) 
1 cup sour cream 

1/4 cup (1/2 stick) butter, melted 

1 to 1.5 cups shredded Cheddar cheese 


Preheat oven to 350 degrees 


In a large bowl, stir together the two cans of corn, 
corn muffin mix, sour cream and melted butter. 
Pour into a greased 9x13 inch casserole dish. 


Bake for 45 minutes or until golden brown. 
Remove from the oven and top with Cheddar 
cheese. 


Return to oven for 10 to 15 minutes or until 
cheese is melted. Let stand for at least 5 minutes 
and then serve warm. BTW, also good without 
the cheese!! 
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